This is the first of a projected 5 volume work in which the fundamentals and advances in experimental pathology are brought togcther for post-graduate teaching purposes. The editors state that they wish to provide organized material for the guidance of young investigators who are beginning their work in the field of experimental pathology.
The book consists of 30 chapters arranged under the following general headings : Experimental Pathology in Theory and Practice; Application of Modern Investigative Techniques to Experimental Pathology; Contributions to General Pathology ; Contributions to Special Pathology; and Recent Advances in Experimental Pathology as Reflected by Some Selected Papers. There are 46 authors involved; in the case of one chapter no less than 6. As is to be expected in a multiauthored volume, the quality of the writing is uneven; however, this book should actually be looked upon as a large journal issue in hard covers, and there is therefore no reason why the writing should not be uneven. Nevertheless, there is evidence that the editing leaves something to be desired when one can read sentences such as this:
"A series of phenomena induced by adrenaline have been described, under the name of 'the emergency reaction' by CANNON (1) and have been interpreted to be reactions which have evolved over millions of years of the emergent conditions such as a fight or a flight or a trauma with a danger of bleeding."
Because of the diversity of the topics covered in the various chapters it is more than usually difficult to review them all with fairness. I found FURTA'S reflections on the past and future of experimental pathology to be a thoughtful and stimulating series of remarks, and it would have been worthwhile to have given him twice the 10 pages he was allotted. SELYE'S enthusiastic reflective essay on experimental pathology is likewise a provocative introduction to the book. Beyond that point readers will find many practical and helpful chapters such as JASMIN'S on staining methods in muscle research. The book is likewise full of useful hints other than technique per se; for example, GRESHAM and HOWARDS'S "touting" would-be investigators of atherosclerosis off the dog and cat which they indicate "are not promising creatures" for its study, since "desperate efforts" (which they list) "are needed before the dog will produce even the most meagre of lesions." In summary, the would-be experimentalist will find descriptions here of numerous approaches to producing experimental disease. 'The typography and illustration are of the high caliber that one has come to expect from the Karger publishing house, and dull surface paper is used to make reading easy on the eyes wherever glossy paper is not required for illustiations. No one will read this book from cover to cover like a text, but pathologists with many and varied special interests will derive pleasure and profit from delving into it from place to place. The editors should ensure that they make their presence felt in the forthcoming 4 volumes. This book represents the published proceedings of a symposium held at the Veterinary School of the University of Cambridge in April, 1964. Since there are 55 chapters, one cannot take space even to name all of them, but the contents are grouped under 7 main themes: Comparative Dermatology, which includes an excellent philosophical opener and chapters on the incidence of various cutaneous diseases in man and other animals; Hair, which deals with growth and replacement ; ATutrition; Povphyria and L&ht Sensitixation; The Mast Cell; Immunology, which includes reactions to food, drugs, insects; and Tumors, which includes data on normal skin. These chapters provide a good survey of knowledge in their respective fields, and are supported by useful reference lists. These lists have not in all chapters been edited as they should have been, e.g., one finds (pp. 81 and 82) foreign titles translated into English ; something which will make them needlessly difficult of access for the reader who does not realize that they are not English papers. While German or Italian titles which could have been printed in the original are thus rendered into English, Russian ones, which need to be either translated or transliterated (to avoid Cyrillic typography) are for some incomprehensible reason translated into French (p. 229).
There are so many recently-published books entitled "Comparative. . . " that I am no longer sure what this word means. In but few of the chapters of this book does one find actual comparisons, such as in the one on congenital porphyria, where WITH writes on "Comparison Between Porphyria in Man, Pigs and Cattle." In most chapters, the authors hew closely to their own line, leaving the reader to find and coordinate the knowledge from related chapters as best he can. This fulfills the prophecy at the beginning of the book (p. 3) that ". . .the type of interdisciplinary cooperation we wish to practice here. . . presents inherent difficulties. . ." and shows that the authors of the various chapters indeed each have their "own different preoccupations." It is no doubt easier to be comparative when dealing with a single disease, than when dealing with a whole organ system; however, the editors could have done more, as have those of other recent "Comparative'' books, to pull things together so that they are actually compared.
The numerous photomicrographs are mostly of good to excellent quality, but it is a pity that the editors did not reject certain photographs (see pp. 466,473, 470) which mar an otherwise well-produced book. It is refreshing to find among the illustrations the portraits, accompanied by thumbnail biographies, of 4 men whose studies on the mast cell are of lasting historical importance: PAUL EHRLICH, ERIC JORPES, ALEXANDER MAXIMOW and SIR HENRY DALE.
For those not particularly interested in the comparative approach, but looking only for a reference book on certain aspects of dermal pathology, this book can be recommended. It is scholarly, well documented, and even the authors from nonEnglish speaking countries write English with fluency and sometimes elegance ! L. Z. SAUNDERS
